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We are all unique…all our journeys will 

be different…



The Early Years Foundation Stage

‘Play is the highest form of research.’

Albert Einstein

Our day is organised as a ‘play sandwich’; short bursts of adult led activity 

wrapped around a healthy filling of play.

Our role as enabling adults during this time is to observe, interact, model 

and scaffold quality play…The 4Ms!

Making Conversation - Mark-making – Maths – Magic!







Core Curriculum - Maths

Maths in the Early Years must have a meaningful context and be relevant 

and real for the children.

Through play, practical activities, songs, rhymes and stories, and in a 

stimulating environment your child will learn;

- Number recognition

- Shapes

- Measures

- Sequencing

…and lots more besides!



Core Curriculum - Reading

Reading is an vital tool for life and a love of books is a wonderful gift to give children.

It is important that children learn to read but that we also show children the value of 

reading for pleasure. We must be careful that the love of books and stories is not lost in 

our efforts to teach a child to read. 

Reading with your child at home should be part of your daily routine, and it should be 

enjoyable. Reading is so much more than phonics; making predictions, describing 

characters and settings, making comparisons between books, making links with own 

experiences…

Don’t be restricted to reading what’s in the book bag! Go with your child’s interest and 

mood, and make it relevant.

We will read with your child weekly, either individually or in a group, but books can be 

changed at any time. 

Y5 Reading Partners visit weekly to share books and stories.

Preschool Library Time promotes a love of reading and helps to form good reading habits.



Core Curriculum - Phonics

Phonics is the teaching of letters and the sounds they make.

There are 26 letters in the alphabet but they make 44 sounds in various 

combinations. It is essential that children learn these 44 sounds in order 

to be able to read and write.

The basic reading skills rely on, and go hand in hand with, the 

development of children’s phonic knowledge. 

Children are taught to sound out the letters they see in a word 

(phonetically) and then blend them together to read the word.

So, c-a-t makes ‘cat’.

Phonics is taught discretely everyday in Reception and is reinforced 

through games, songs and stories throughout the day.



Core Curriculum - Phonics

Getting it right…

It is essential that the sounds we teach the children are correct 

otherwise they will struggle to develop their reading and writing skills.

A common error is adding the ‘uh’ sound to the end of a letter sound, for 

example ‘suh’ ‘puh’ ‘tuh’.

Take the word ‘pat’…

Sounded out incorrectly you would make ‘puh-a-tuh’, sounded out 

correctly and the word ‘p-a-t’ is made.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BqhXUW_v-1s



Outdoor Learning 

We play, learn and explore both inside and outside everyday. 

We need to have coats, wellies and a change of clothes in school all the 

time please.



Helping at home

Reading;

• Practising sounds/letters/tricky words

• Sharing books and stories, reading or being read to every night

• Playing games like ‘I-spy’, telling jokes, making up nonsense rhymes

Maths; 

• Talking about the routine of the day

• Talking about days, dates, times and seasons

• Recognising numbers in the environment

• Counting and sharing in real life situations

• Puzzles, jigsaws and games

Fine motor skills;

• Building with Lego

• Using cutlery

• Encourage independence with zips and buttons, putting on socks etc.



Helping at home

www.busythings.co.uk

www.phonicsplay.co.uk

http://www.busythings.co.uk/
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/


Mystery Reader and Stay for a Story 

- We need you!
- Every Wednesday at 2.50pm for mystery reader. Please sign up on 

the sheet in the cloakroom. 

- Stay for a Story every Friday morning until 9.10am.



Earwig – Your child’s timeline



Working together…

• Open Door Policy

• Email best way of getting in touch, or pop in at the end of the day.

• Black Firs website, Parentmail and school calendar



Any questions..?

Thank you


