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School Closure Monday 23rd March 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I am writing to explain what will be happening at Black Firs School in response to COVID-19 school closure 

announcement. This is a letter I never thought I would ever be writing. 

The Government has asked parents to keep their children at home from Monday 23rd March until further notice. 

In the meantime, we will be undertaking a deep-clean of every area and all our resources. Schools have been 

requested to remain open only for those children who absolutely need to attend School because there is no other 

child care available; the maximum being 20% which for BFS is 60 children. We currently have 124 requests. 

So, this will require us to prioritise which children receive an offer, according to greatest need. This is not about 

‘entitlement’ it is about doing the right thing for the greater good of society; accommodating the greatest need 

and limiting social interaction and the spread of the virus - allowing school to stay open for those who need it the 

most. 

Guidance for schools remaining open from Monday 23rd March was posted in the early hours this morning 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-

provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-

provision?fbclid=IwAR0bw2mh1vPBfncuKKMfNm0eexgk0q65mvG-esGQBavtsVAe_bcImlBIF9A.  

The guidance is clear  

“If children can stay safely at home, they should.” 

My view as your Headteacher, based on the guidance, is that all parents should endeavour to keep their children 

at home safely. The point of closing schools is to reduce the spread of the virus; the fewer children making the 

journey to School; the fewer children in educational settings; the lower the risk that the virus can spread across 

Congleton and the wider Cheshire community infecting more vulnerable individuals. Outside of school, parents 

should also do everything they can to ensure children are not mixing socially in a way that can continue to spread 

the virus. 

This is a medical emergency closure. There will be a higher medical risk for those children remaining at School 

since these children are from key-worker families whose parents will be interacting with patients. Children will 

be offered places via email according to guidance and prioritised need later today. 

If your work is critical to the COVID-19 response, or you work in one of the critical sectors, our School staff 

have agreed to commit to providing childcare whilst you are at work. Whilst we are only required to offer the 

school-day, we have also agreed to commit to keeping extended hours from 8:00am to 5pm to enable you to get 

to work and keep our country operating. 

Furthermore, we will take all practical steps to keep our vulnerable children safe and we will endeavour to provide 

care, when and if it is needed including therapy support. 

In summary, the scientific guidance is clear - the fewer children we have in School each day, the greater chance 

we have of limiting the risk of the virus spreading. I also have a responsibility to keep my Staff safe too. 

These are testing times and is our civic and moral duty to keep our community safe, whilst at the same time 

keeping our critical services operating.  
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I will update all parents again later today regarding these figures and if the school can manage and sustain 

provision for those who absolutely need it. 

 

What will provision look like in School? 

This is a very different type of provision than BFS usually provide; it will be about care, not education. The 

children coming to School will be completing the same Distance Learning materials that will be available through 

our website. This is about looking after children in a safe environment and allowing key workers to go to work 

and care for the sick, or to keep food supply chains moving. 

 

We hope to be able to continue providing a two-choice hot-lunch selection for those children attending on site as 

usual. For those children entitled to Free School Meals, provision has been made for a takeaway meal. Free school 

meals may be collected from the School site between 12.00 and 12.45. We will contact eligible parents/ carers 

and arrange this. Collection will be from main reception food collection point. 

 

Can the school still decide they need to close? 

It remains the case that if we do not have enough Staff, because they become too ill, to care for children safely 

(even based on the new ‘reduced provision’ approach’) then, subject to a risk assessment, a full closure may be 

necessary. We will continue to review the situation. 

 

Schools have been put in a very difficult position by this announcement. There is a very real sense of ‘managing 

the best we can’ with the Staff available. Thank you to all parents and carers for their patience and support during 

a week of major government announcements which will trigger dramatic changes to educational provision in the 

coming weeks and months. 

 

The key message is that schools are closed, but we are doing what we can to support our families, given these 

unprecedented circumstances. Thank you to all who are working hard to support our community and the most 

vulnerable in our society; especially those in the NHS. 

 

Take care all & kind regards, 

Martin Casserley 

Headteacher 

Black Firs School 


